
Lesson 3 

Daniel & the 70 Years of Exile 

1. Daniel was taken into exile in 605 BC when Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem during the 
reign of Jehoikim. 

2.  Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoikim prisoner and took him to Babylon until his death. 

3. After Jehoikim died, Nebuchadnezzar made his son, Jehoikin King over Judah. He ruled for 3 
months and did evil in the sight of the Lord.  Nebuchadnezzar sent his army to siege Jerusalem 
again in the year 597 BC. Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoikin to Babylon and made Mattaniah King 
over Judah and renamed him Zedekiah. 

4. During the siege of 597 BC Nebuchadnezzar took 10,000 men captive. He took 7,000 men of 
valor, 1,000 craftsmen and smiths and 2,000 men who were strong and fit for war. He only left 
those who were poor and weak in the land.  

5. After Zedekiah had ruled for 11 years he rebelled against God and  Nebuchadnezzar. In 586 BC 
Nebuchadnezzar sent his army against Jerusalem again and they took Zedekiah captive. They 
killed his sons and put out his eyes and took him captive to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar took all of 
the articles both great and small from the temple and all of the king’s treasures to Babylon. He 
burned the temple and the king’s house and all of Jerusalem and tore down the walls that 
surrounded the city. He took those who were left to be slaves in Babylon. 

6. Jeremiah prophesied that the land would have a 70 year rest to enjoy its sabbaths.  This meant 
that the Jews had disobeyed God for 490 years of not allowing the land to lie fallow in the 7th 
year. 

7. After Daniel had been in captivity for 70 years he remembered the words that had been spoken 
by Jeremiah. He began to pray and seek the Lord about the restoration of the Jews to 
Jerusalem.  

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtqhYB42w1Y&feature=youtu.be 
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